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citement. The people were usually very orderly and
never invaded the runway. That evening, however,
after the first flight of the " Grand/' it was different.
A few moments after landing we glanced through the
window and saw in the dusk that the whole borderline
of the field was moving like a tide towards the plane.
Thousands upon thousands of men were running
towards the ship and a moment later the " Grand"
was surrounded by the crowd, roaring and shouting
their joy. All three of us stepped out on the balcony
waving our hands and hats, thanking them for this
unprepared and sincere expression of approval and
enthusiasm.
Since moving the plane was impossible, I decided
a few minutes later to step down and walk towards the
hangars. Before I could reach the ground I was
grabbed and carried all the way towards Mr. Shidlov-
sky, who was also happy and jubilant, waiting to
receive my report of the test.
This short flight of less than ten minutes' duration
that evening of May 13, 1913, was a very important
event in my aviation work. It confirmed practically
all major claims that we had made, and that were so
"frequently questioned with respect to the large plane
with several motors.
During the next few months, the ship made a large
number of flights, and became a familiar sight over
Petrograd. It was named " Russian Knight," but
somehow the short nickname of " Grand" remained
more popular. The tests furnished a large amount of
data. All the flight and control characteristics were
satisfactory, in spite of the size. The deficiencies of
the plane soon became known, but they were not